NOTES AND NEWS
Brazilian coast (Tavares & Mendonça, 1996) and to transport via shipping along the northern coast of South America (Tavares & Amouroux, 2003) .
Stephenson et al. (1957) described the native habitats of C. hellerii as intertidal, under rocks and stones, and among live coral. In introduced regions, C. hellerii has been collected from intertidal to subtidal water on fine sand, mud (Gómez & Martínez-Iglesias, 1990; Ahmed & Abbas, 1999; Ozcan et al., 2005) , gravel, coarse sand, rocks (Mantelatto & Garcia, 2001) , and among mangroves associated with those substrates (Ahmed & Abbas, 1999) . In a study of the natural history of C. hellerii in the Indian River Lagoon, Dineen et al. (2001) captured the crabs only in the vicinity of inlets where the salinity was higher than 28 ppt. The crabs were principally associated with hard substrates (subtidal coralline rock and ledges, intertidal and subtidal rock rip-rap of jetties, and subtidal rock and concrete rubble and bulkhead), but sometimes also with plant structures (subtidal mangrove prop roots and dense patches of subtidal algae). Habitats suitable for C. hellerii occur along the southern and western Gulf of Mexico coasts of Florida. South of the Indian River Lagoon, coral reefs run the length of the Florida Keys. In southwestern Florida waters, patches of hardbottom are common in the nearshore and shelf environments, and mangroves occur throughout the region to just north of Tampa Bay. However, no records from the Gulf coast of Florida have been reported.
On 9 November 2004, a specimen of C. hellerii was captured in the Gulf of Mexico from the nearshore waters in the vicinity of Tampa Bay off the west coast of Florida (27 • 30.74 N 082
• 45.69 W; fig. 1 ). The crab was an ovigerous female with a carapace width of 64.6 mm (lateral spine tip to lateral spine tip) and a carapace length of 40.2 mm. She carried a sponge of orange eggs. The specimen was identified according to the general morphological features described in Lemaitre (1995) and by the presence of the diagnostic spine on the carpus of the swimming leg (Stephenson et al., 1957) (fig. 2) . The crab was preserved in ethanol and accessioned into the Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission Fish and Wildlife Research Institute collection under catalog number FSBC I 66738 and is recorded in the USGS NAS database (http://nas.er.usgs.gov/queries/CollectionInfo.asp?SpeciesID=191) as Specimen ID # 162335.
The crab was caught in a commercial-style plastic stone crab trap deployed in 8-10 m of water approximately 5 km west of Anna Maria Island as part of a long-term stone crab trapping study. The trap was baited with striped mullet (Mugil cephalus Linnaeus, 1758) and had been in the water for 13 days. Water temperature was 24
• C and salinity was 35 ppt. In addition to the C. hellerii specimen, six stone crabs (Menippe spp.) with carapace widths ranging 63-83 mm were also caught in the trap. Tampa Bay is a large estuary with numerous habitats, including sand, mud,
